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Welcome note
Dear Participants,
Welcome to the 2022 conference of European Studies Association of Australia
and New Zealand (ESAANZ), hosted by the European Union Centre of Excellence
at RMIT University.
This is our annual event that aims to bring together researchers, experts and
allies of European Studies in Australia, New Zealand and the broader Asia-Pacific
neighbourhood. It takes place in a new, ‘post-Pandemic’ world filled with
continuing turbulence.
Turbulence is characterised by currents and counter-currents, chaos, instability
and agitation. Over the past decade we have experienced turbulence globally in
all spheres of politics, society and economics. The European Union (EU) has
been at the centre of this with the financial crisis, the refugee crisis, the threats
from the far right and from populists to the democratic order. Now war is on its
doorstep with the Russian invasion of Ukraine. And yet Europe continues to
formulate the most progressive and ambitious responses to current world
disorder, including climate change and sustainable energy and food solutions.
This ESAANZ 2022 conference brings together papers across the broad spectrum
of disciplines relating to Europe in these turbulent times.
The conference features over 24 papers from scholars and postgraduate
students who are coming not only from Australia and New Zealand but also from
other countries around the world.
We would like to thank you all for joining the conference whether virtually or in
person and would like to thank the RMIT University’s EU Centre of Excellence for
the crucial organisational and logistical support for the conference.
We hope that you all share our excitement and will enjoy the stimulating
discussions and also will be able to forge new collaborations.

We wish you a very successful conference!

A/Prof. Gosia Klatt
President, ESAANZ,
The University of Melbourne
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Prof. Bruce Wilson
Director, EU Centre of Excellence
Social and Global Studies Centre
RMIT University

Conference organisers
Associate Professor Gosia Klatt, The University of Melbourne
Professor Bruce Wilson, European Union Centre at RMIT
Professor Bruno Mascitelli, European Union Centre at RMIT
Dr Matt Harvey, Victoria University
Dr Serena Kelly, University of Canterbury
Irini Vasilakakos, European Union Centre at RMIT
Dr Rimi Xhaferi, European Union Centre at RMIT
Will Domvo, The University of Melbourne
Jess Quirk, Monash University
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Conference Organisation
Timing
The conference session times in the programme are local time Melbourne, Australian
Eastern Daylight Time (AEDT). Please ensure that you take this into consideration
when logging in. We have done our best to accommodate different time zones so your
presentation is hopefully at a somewhat reasonable time.

Virtual Sessions
The conference has two parallel streams, accessible via different links, to be provided 24
hours before the session via email and on the website. The sessions will be held via
Microsoft Teams and you have the option of joining via your browser or downloading and
installing the Microsoft Teams App (available for Mac as well). We suggest that you give
it a try before your scheduled session starts.
Please note that the sessions will not be recorded.

Conference Google Drive
Most presenters will screenshare their own conference papers.
As a back-up and to minimise potential technical issues with screensharing
(presentations disappearing etc), we ask you to also upload your presentation to the
conference Google Drive (here).
To assist moderators we ask that you save your file with your full last name and the
initial of your first name. For example, KlattG title.

RMIT COVID-19 advice
In the event that any staff, student or visitor is feeling unwell while visiting RMIT
campuses, it is advised to seek medical attention and notify those you may come in
contact with. Events can proceed on campus with no attendee caps or density limits.
Masks are no longer required indoors.
Thank you very much for your cooperation!

Conference Venue
RMIT University
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Melbourne City Campus
RMIT Building 80 (Swanston Academic Building)
445 Swanston Street, Melbourne VIC 3000

The conference will be held at the RMIT University Melbourne City Campus in RMIT
Building 80 (Swanston Academic Building) on level 10, 445 Swanston Street,
Melbourne VIC 3000.
Rooms: 14, 15, 16,

Getting Around

Train
The closest railway station to most City campus buildings is Melbourne Central Station on
the City Loop.

Tram
Most north-south trams run along Swanston Street (routes 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 16, 64, 67 and
72). There is a tram stop opposite the main entrance of RMIT Building 80.

Car Parking
There is no on-campus parking available for visitors to the University. However, there are
several commercial car parks within a very short walk.

Metered street parking is also available near the City campus. Please note, time limits
and clearway restrictions apply.

Plan Your Journey
Visit the Public Transport Victoria website or phone apps for timetables, tickets trip
planning and information.

GENERAL PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Thursday 24th November 2022
8:30am –
9:00am
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REGISTRATION

Welcome address: Professor Bruce Wilson and A/Professor Gosia Klatt
9:00am –
9:30am

Mr. Fedja ZLOBEC, Deputy Head of Delegation and Head of the Political,
Press and Information Department at the Delegation of the European Union to
Australia.
Panel 1: Room 14
Theme: EU war games, Ukraine war and the Russian diaspora
(Chair: Dr Rimi Xhaferi, RMIT University)

9:30am –
10:30am

Paper Title: A two-theatre crisis simulation: Insights on transatlantic cooperation from
an Australian classroom.
Dr. Gorana Grgic, University of Sydney (ONLINE)
Sascha Nanlohy, The University of Sydney (ONLINE)
Anastasiya Byesyedina, The University of Sydney (ONLINE)
Paper title: Russian double-headed eagle left unscathed: Is the Russian diaspora a
matter of Australian National Security?
Anastasiya Byeseyedina, University of Sydney (ONLINE)
Paper title: EU and NATO’s assistance to Ukraine: Analysing bilateral and multilateral
responses.
Dr. Remy Davison, Monash University.
Dr. Nina Markovic Khaze, Macquarie University (ONLINE)

10:30am –
10:45am

MORNING TEA
Panel 2: Room 14
Theme: Albania, Italy and the European Union:
(Chair: Dr Maren Klein, RMIT University)
Paper title: EU – Italy relations: new and ongoing challenges in the age of global
turbulence
Jessica Quirk, Monash University
Paper title: Italy and Albania: From yesterday’s colonial appetites to entry into the
European Union
Bruno Mascitelli, Honorary Professor, RMIT University

10:45am –
12:00pm

Paper title: How is the latest EU enlargement policy affecting the Western Balkans?
Dr. Perparim (Rimi) Xhaferi, RMIT University

Panel 3: Room 15
Theme: Emerging issues in European higher education in this time of
turbulence:
(Chair: Dr Matt Harvey, Victoria University)
Paper title: The internal and external threats to academic and university autonomy’.
Dr. Peter Woelert, University of Melbourne.
Paper title: The neoliberal education agenda and the populist rhetoric and reforms in
Poland’s higher education’
A/Prof Gosia Klatt, University of Melbourne
12:00pm –
1:00pm
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LUNCH

Panel 4: Room 14
Theme: EU Visa Processing, Populism & Teaching EU Studies:
(Chair: Dr Rimi Xhaferi, RMIT University)
Paper Title: Teaching the EU in Turbulent Times
Dr. Matt Harvey, Victoria University
Paper Title: Europe's Other Populist Challenge? Post-Brexit UK's Democratic
Backsliding
Dr. Russell Solomon, RMIT University
Paper Title: The European Union, Offshore Processing and the Rwandan Solution
Dr. Binoy Kampmark, RMIT University

1.00-2:15p
m

Paper Title: From Policy to Implementation: Zimbabwe’s Sustainable Development
Goals Strategy as a Vehicle to Achieving Agenda 2030
Cashias Gumbo, University of Canterbury (ONLINE)

Panel 5: Room 15
Theme: European Diplomacy, Governance, the EU-New Zealand FTA, and the
Circular economy:
(Chair: Prof. Bruno Mascitelli, RMIT University)
Paper Title: The EU-NZ FTA: Evaluating New Zealand’s Media Response
Dr. Serena Kelly, University of Canterbury
Paper Title: European Sub-National Public Diplomacy in a Time of Crisis
Dr. Bruce Wilson, RMIT University
Paper Title: Governance in times of turbulence
Dr. Maren Klein, RMIT University
Paper Title: Place-Based Smart Specialisation Initiative: Towards a Circular Economy
in Gippsland (Victoria)
Dr. Riccardo Armillei, RMIT University

2:15pm –
2:30pm

AFTERNOON TEA/ ESSAY PRIZE AWARDS
Panel 6: Room 14
Theme: Essays from ESAANZ essay prize competition
(Chair: Dr. Serena Kelly, University of Canterbury)
Paper Title: Gorbachev’s Box
Grace Smolenski, University of Canterbury (ONLINE)

2:30pm –
3:30pm

Paper Title: Were Holocaust perpetrators ‘ordinary men’ or ‘ordinary Germans’?
Levy Perrett, University of Melbourne
Paper Title: Suffering but not ceasing: Have international economic sanctions on
Russia been effective? How (not) and why (not)?
Xavier Konynenburg, University of Melbourne
Paper Title: Constriction and Contradiction: The EU’s Global Presence
Evie Lawlor, RMIT University
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Panel 7: Room 14
3:30pm –
4:30pm

Theme: The 30th Anniversary of the European Studies Association (CESAA):
(Chair: A/Prof. Gosia Klatt)
ROUNDTABLE:
Bruno Mascitelli, Peter Morgan (ONLINE) and Bruce Wilson

4:30pm

Room 14:
Concluding Remarks – Gosia Klatt, President of ESAANZ

5:30pm

8

Post Conference Drinks – The Oxford Scholar (TBC)

Opening Address
Fedja Zlobec is First Counsellor and Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation to
Australia, since August 2021.
From 2017 to July 2021, he worked at the EEAS Headquarters in Brussels as the
Desk for the Regional Asia-Pacific files in the Asia-Pacific Department. From 2014
to August 2017, he worked at the European External Action Service HQ as the
Desk for the Gul Cooperation Council and six Gulf countries in the Middle East
and North Africa Department.
From 2007 to 2014, he moved to the Crisis Response Directorate (EU INTCEN)
as a crisis deplorable officer at the General Secretariat of the Council of the EU
(and then EEAS in 2011). From 2005 to 2007, he started working in the Justice
and Home Affairs Directorate of the General Secretariat of the Council of the
EU.
From 1998 to 2005, he started his career as a Slovene diplomat, first in
Ljubljana and then as the Slovene Permanent Representation in Brussels.
He holds a Masters in International Politics from CERIS, Brussels, Belgium, and a
Undergraduate Degree in International Affairs and History from Vesalius College,
VUB, Brussels, Belgium.
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ABSTRACTS
ARMILLEI, Dr Riccardo
Paper Title: ‘Place-Based Smart Specialisation Initiative: Towards a Circular
Economy in Gippsland’
European Union Centre of Excellence, RMIT University
Abstract:
In 2017, the Latrobe Valley Authority (LVA) began work on a long-term approach for
Gippsland to become a more sustainable regional economy and socially cohesive
community. The Latrobe Valley Authority brought together government, business,
research and education and the wider local community (also known as ‘quadruple
helix’) to co-design a shared vision for the region’s future prosperity, environmental
sustainability and social wellbeing. Delivered under One Gippsland, the LVA funded
a research project that has facilitated a ‘place-based’ approach to explore
opportunities for innovation in the implementation of Circular Economy (CE) in
Gippsland, which applies a ‘Smart Specialisation Strategy’ (S3) methodology.
Pioneered in the European Union, the S3 process provides a framework for
understanding a place’s unique knowledge-based assets, expertise and strengths,
while connecting the local context with evolving national and international economic
activities and value chains. Based on demographic, documentary and interview data,
as well as workshops with stakeholders from quadruple helix, the aim of this paper is
to provide an overview of the S3 process in Gippsland, specifically focusing on the
implementation of a CE approach. The paper concludes that despite policy change
and other initiatives are being progressed simultaneously with this work, the focus of
CE policy and implementation continues to be around recycling and waste
management. Collectively embracing a systemic approach and transition to a CE,
with attention to re-design, re-purposing and embedded sustainability, remains a
significant challenge.

BYESYEDINA, Anastasiya
Paper Title: ‘Russian double-headed eagle left unscathed: is Russian Diaspora
a matter of Australian National Security?’
The University of Sydney
Abstract:
While the Australian Government has promptly condemned Russia’s 2022 invasion
of Ukraine, responding in sanctions, tariffs, military and aid assistance to Ukraine,
however, there appears to be a security threat left unchecked: the mobilisation of
Russian right-wing diaspora on Australian soil. This paper comparatively investigates
the activism of Russian diaspora in Sydney in the context of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Two groups emerge for comparison: Svoboda Alliance AU&NZ and Russian
right-wing nationalists. While both groups protest, lobby and construct (anti)war
narratives, the former has supported Ukraine and challenged Russia’s incitement of
violence, while the latter has backed the war, cultivated Kremlin backed
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misinformation and far-right sentiments. Individuals such as Simeon Boikov (also
known as “Aussie Cossack”) propagate Vladimir Putin’s politics on social media
platforms and mass protests in Sydney by exploiting the Australian right-wing
underbelly. Acting as Kremlin by proxy, Russian diaspora in Australia that mobilises
right-wing ideology, promotes Russian chauvinism and misinformation about NATO
and Russia’s war in Ukraine, presents a direct paradox to the Australian democratic
values and national security.

DAVISON, Dr Remy and MARKOVIC KHAZE, Dr Nina
Paper Title: ‘EU and NATO’s assistance to Ukraine: analysing bilateral and
multilateral responses’
Monash University
Abstract:
Before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, NATO has delivered
relatively modest assistance to Kyiv. Throughout the 2022 Ukraine war, the EU and
its member states have undertaken primary responsibility for the transfer of weapons
and other military and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. NATO does not own
military assets and has been largely responsible for coordination and transfers of
equipment to Ukraine. In contrast, the EU has made the second-largest financial
contribution to Ukraine’s defence. This paper evaluates the coordination of NATO’s
and the EU’s responses to the Ukraine war in the context of NATO’s 2022 Strategic
Concept and the EU’s foreign policy documents. It discusses whether the Ukraine
crisis reinforces the need for a more integrated and autonomous EU military
framework in order to provide long-term security assistance to Ukraine. Furthermore,
we endeavour to quantify bilateral (at member state level) and multilateral (through
EU and NATO mechanisms) support to Ukraine since the start of Russia’s invasion.
Our paper aims to provide new data which will inform the policy analysis of the
effectiveness of current multilateral NATO and EU crisis response mechanisms vis-àvis the key objectives outlined in NATO’s 2022 SC.

GRGIĆ, Dr Gorana (co-authors Sascha Nanlohy and Anastasiya Byesyedina),
Paper Title: ‘A two-theatre crisis simulation: Insights on transatlantic
cooperation from an Australian classroom’
The University of Sydney
Abstract:
This paper evaluates the use of simulation as an active learning tool in an
undergraduate social sciences context, with a particular emphasis on teaching
European Studies in an Australia. We present observations from an EU-NATO crisis
management simulation which posited a hypothetical scenario of a two-theatre
conflict with a nuclear escalation in the war in Ukraine and an escalation of the
Taiwan Strait crisis occurring contemporaneously. This simulation ran as a learning
module for three different undergraduate units at the University of Sydney, spanning
units in EU foreign policy, and US politics and foreign policy, and included
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approximately 100 students. We find that the simulation was highly effective at
engaging most of the students’ interest and motivation, while at the same time
delivering resolution propositions which were contrary to the new strategic zeitgeist
on the single theatre and the interconnectedness of the Euro-Atlantic and IndoPacific areas.
GUMBO, Cashias
Paper title: ‘From Policy to Implementation: Zimbabwe’s Sustainable
Development Goals strategy as a vehicle to achieving agenda 2030’.
PhD Candidate, University of Canterbury
Abstract:
It is no longer abstruse that the world is not on track to achieve the Global Agenda
goals by 2030. Sustainable Development Goals are faced with a myriad of
conundrums, the world is not halfway achieving the goals. The government of
Zimbabwe’s (GoZ) national development strategy (NDS1 & 2) launched in 2020
recognises this undertaking to achieve the SDGs. NDS1 & 2 acknowledges SDGs
are vital in accelerating Zimbabwe’s economic growth, human development and
poverty reduction. Specifically, it acknowledges the importance of SDG4 which
addresses the importance of ensuring an inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all by 2030(UN,2015). The SDGs in
totality concede to the importance of partnership at all levels of governance from
international, regional, national and local level. Even though international financial
institutions like the World Bank, African Development Bank, International Monetary
Fund and the European Development Bank and other multilateral financial lenders
are considered the to go to by governments for financial lending towards
development, Zimbabwe is under borrowing restrictions due to Zimbabwe’s inability
to service its previous loans, however the European Union (EU) continues to engage
Zimbabwe for sustainable development by pledging to play a leadership role,
technical role and financial support towards SDGs. However, policy fragmentation,
lack of coherence, and programme duplication continues to compromise the EU’s
efficiency and impact. I explore whether Zimbabwe’s SDG 4 implementation strategy
is capable of achieving all SDG4 targets and what role for the EU and to what extent
are the mechanisms of support from the EU promote achievement of SDG4? I will
explore the challenges and implications for achieving SDG4 through the current
Zimbabwe implementation strategy from a Critical realist’s “structure and agency”
theoretical viewpoint and offer an in-depth understanding as to how structure and
agency contributes to achievement of SDGs. By identifying the gaps in the
Zimbabwe SDG4 implementation strategy, my research seeks to provide some
possible rectifications strategies to the strategy to align it with the agenda 2030.
HARVEY, Dr Matt
Paper Title: ‘Teaching The EU In Turbulent Times’
Victoria University
Abstract:
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It is difficult to get EU content into the crowded secondary school curriculum, but it
has much to offer in many fields. Perhaps a guerrilla-style approach is helpful,
seizing opportunities to fit EU content into existing curriculum, stimulating students to

undertake further research themselves. Concentrating on VCE units in history,
Politics, Economics, Social Studies, Legal Studies and European Languages, this
paper suggests strategies to enable interested teachers to access ideas and
resources for including EU content in their courses.
KAMPMARK, Dr Binoy
Paper Title: ‘The European Union, Offshore Processing and the Rwandan
Solution’
RMIT University
Abstract:
In 2018, the European Union claimed that offshore processing would constitute
refoulement and a violation of human rights law. But EU states current and recently
departed suggest a very different view. The tribe, in other words, have expressed
disagreement with the broader human rights norms enshrined in the European
Charter of Fundamental Human Rights and international norms. Universality is
crumbling.
This paper looks at the emergence of what is now being termed the “Rwanda
solution”. States such as Denmark have made the unilateral transfer arrangements
of asylum seekers and refugees to Rwanda, subverting the human rights regime, an
acceptable part of political discourse. The EU’s response has also shown that states
can use such measures without concern of retribution. But Brussels has also been
party to restrictive regimes to cope with irregular arrivals via the Mediterranean and
over land routes such as Belarus. Such measures have done much to gild the
reputation of Rwanda’s human rights reputation through civil society initiatives.
The Rwanda solution takes the matter of offshore/third country processing to another
level, elaborating and further developing the Australian model that utilises Pacific
bases for the same purpose. A deeper investigation and discussion of these
implications is required. This paper hopes to develop the discussion.
KELLY, Dr Serena
Paper Title: ‘The EU-NZ FTA: Evaluating New Zealand’s Media Response’
University of Canterbury
Abstract:
The Free Trade Agreement between the European Union (EU) and New Zealand
was formally announced on June 30 2022. Coming after 4 years of negotiations, the
joint press statement released by Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern noted:
The leaders welcomed the agreement’s ground-breaking commitments on trade and
sustainable development, including on the Paris Climate Agreement, core labour
rights, gender equality and fisheries subsidies. The two leaders also welcomed the
inclusion of a new chapter on Māori Trade and Economic Cooperation.1
Utilising Robert Entman’s seminal Cascade Theory, a model used to understand how
the interaction between political elites, the news media, and the public shapes news
frames, this paper will provide an analysis of how the FTA negotiations have been
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framed in the New Zealand print media. New Zealand, a small state with a heavy
reliance on trade (Exports of goods and services (% of GDP) in New Zealand was
reported at 21.92 % in 2020),2 it could be expected that the agreement would be
receive a positive reception. Yet, as this paper demonstrates, New Zealand media’s
response was tempered. Cascade Theory offers some insights into why.
KLATT, A/Prof Gosia
Paper Title: ‘The neoliberal education agenda and the populist rhetoric and
reforms in Poland’s higher education’
The University of Melbourne
Abstract:
Since the 2004 accession to the European Union (EU), Poland, like many other postcommunist countries, have gone through a significant process of convergence to the
EU institutions, laws and processes. In this process, the European values, policies
and institutions have become an important reference point for the legitimacy of major
national system reforms. In education, there have been a significant number of
reforms aligned with “European standards” as integration with the EU was seen as a
priority for Poland’s national interest. This paper is interested in the intersection of
the neoliberal education agenda and the populist rhetoric and reforms in Poland’s
higher education
KLEIN, Dr Maren
Paper Title: ‘Governance in Times of Turbulence’
European Union Centre of Excellence, RMIT University
Abstract:
While the level of complexity in which public sector governance takes place has
been increasing steadily over the last few decades, the last 15 years have arguably
seen the steepest rise of crises and associated turmoil across all domains of public
life globally. This context creates the need for dynamic and flexible governance
systems as turbulence creates policy dilemmas involving difficult decisions for public
decision makers. The concept of Multilevel Governance provides an avenue to
address the increasing complexity of society and politics. Arising in the context of the
dynamics of EU cohesion policy, the label was first used by Gary Marks in 1993 in
reference to the EU structural policy. Subsequently, the MLG concept was
broadened to be applied to EU decision-making. While initially referring to the
interdependence of government decision making at different territorial levels, current
interpretations also include the interdependence of government and non-government
actors at different territorial levels, and how these network-like partnerships deal with
the complexities of policy-making in uncertain and changeable circumstances.
MASCITELLI, Bruno
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Paper Title: ‘Italy And Albania: From Yesterday’s Colonial Appetites To Entry
Into The European Union’
European Union Centre of Excellence, RMIT University
Abstract:
Bruno Mascitelli will examine Italy’s evolving geo-strategic interest with Albania over
the last 100 years. For decades interest and curiosity in Albania had been a part of
Italy’s foreign policy in its bid to open up new Italian geographical expansion. With
the end of Albania in the early 1990s and the collapse of Yugoslavia in 1991, Italy
now bore the brunt of Albanians fleeing its country amidst the chaos and poverty. For
Italy a new set of circumstances were before it and Albania was seen in an entirely
different light to what it had been in previous decades. While Italy supports Albanian
entry into the EU at least in words it does so because Italy no longer sees itself as
the benefactor for this poor nation on the brink of collapse with significant unresolved
security dilemmas of little interest to Italy.

MORGAN, Peter
Paper Title: ‘Bringing the World Home: ANZJES and the role of Area Studies in
Australian Universities’
University of Sydney
Abstract:
Tertiary-level language departments have lost their traditional function as
transmitters of the national philologies – ie of the language and literature of their
respective nations and regions, primarily French and German in the Australian postwar context of “Modern Languages.” Yet the newly renamed “Languages and
Studies” programs have failed to provide a viable alternative. In the face of declining
enrolments at post-Year 12 level, they are determined by beginners courses; upperlevel language and culture-and-society units occupy a minor place in most language
majors currently. Moreover they are taught by and large by academic literary
scholars, linguists, historians and sociologists whose knowledge and skills are not
being communicated to the wider university community. Meanwhile the global order
has changed to the point where international English can no longer be claimed as a
means of accessing world events in any depth or detail. A new area studies model is
required in which languages are embedded into generalist humanities and social
sciences courses.

SOLOMON, Dr Russell
Paper Title: ’Europe’s Other Populist Challenge? Post-Brexit UK’s Democratic
Backsliding’
RMIT University
Abstract:
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Europe’s populist challenges resulting in national democratic deficits have, with
some notable if temporary exceptions, come from a few well-documented eastern
Europe countries. The Brexit referendum as an exercise in popular sovereignty was
followed by insular and often illiberal impulses with the Brexit process itself and
subsequent policy outcomes aimed at undermining the rule of law and lessening
rights protections. While these efforts have understandably been seen as not leading
to regime change, they have broader implications for the rule of law and the broader
democratic order across Europe, particularly as they come from within a hitherto
robust liberal democracy. This paper argues that Brexit should be seen as having
been not only an opportunity to seek to withdraw from the EU’s political and legal
system but also to change the UK’s own constitutional settlement. The UK
government’s political manoeuvring, policy initiatives and challenges to the
institutional arrangements both during and after Brexit can be interpreted as a
politicisation of legal frameworks and a direct challenge to the rule of law and the
existing framework of rights protection. How the conflict between the continuing
influence of EU juridification in the UK and these politicisation dynamics is resolved
will help to determine whether Brexit will be reinterpreted as yet another populist and
democratic backsliding confronting Europe.

QUIRK, Jess
Paper Title: ‘EU – Italy relations: new and ongoing challenges in the age of
global turbulence’
Monash University
Abstract:
Italy – EU relations have shifted dramatically in the past decade of repeated crises
and turbulence. A founding member state considered one of the most pro-EU
nations, Italy has seen increasing levels of public Euroscepticism, disgruntlement
and rising support for populist, anti-EU movements. The September 25 elections
confirmed the win of a far-right, nationalist coalition and all but guarantees post
fascist Fratelli d’Italia’s Georgia Meloni to take the position as Italy’s first female
Prime Minister. Her commentary and stance on the EU are vastly different from
outgoing PM Mario Draghi, who has been a pro-EU stalwart and a stabilising figure
leading Italy since 2019. The right-wing coalition, including Salvini’s Lega and
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, raises concerns of increased tensions with the EU and
other members states over fiscal spending, immigration policy and human rights
issues. The incoming government strengthens the right-wing bloc in Europe as Italy
joins Hungary, Poland, and Sweden with conservative leaders and a nationalist
agenda. Further adding to concerns is the coalition’s internal discord over the
Russia-Ukraine conflict with Salvini and more recently Berlusconi displaying proRussian attitudes that are at odds with the EU and NATO position. As Italy, like many
nations globally, face a period of uncertainty including a possible recession, rising
inflation and gas shortages, a disintegration of Italy-EU relations could impact the
economic reforms that began under Draghi and could further hurt the Italian people.
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WOELERT, Dr Peter

Paper Title: ‘The internal and external threats to academic and university
autonomy’
The University of Melbourne
Abstract:
The turbulence in social, political and economic dimensions in Europe, and around
the world, can be also visible in all education systems. The impact of Covid-19,
refugee crises, rise in nationalist discourses, limited funding, the growth of
managerialism and increasing pressure on academic productivity and accountability
have all been shaping education around the world. Therefore, it is important to look
into some of the examples of how the education systems respond to such pressures
and specifically focus on how Higher Education in Europe has been impacted, in the
recent years, by a number and a variety of ‘turbulent’ currents. Higher Education
systems in Europe have been going though significant transformations as a result of
the European integration processes. Nevertheless, while there has been a number of
growing convergences, each European country has its own specific national higher
education system which responded to the global pressures in a variety of ways. This
paper will provide an overview of the main tensions within the higher education
systems in Europe, with a main focus on the internal and external threats to
academic and university autonomy.
WILSON, Dr Bruce
Paper Title: ‘European Sub-National Public Diplomacy In A Time Of Crisis‘
European Union Centre of Excellence, RMIT University
Abstract:
The last decade has been a time of profound development in the European Union’s
(EU) capability for international engagement. It has seen the establishment of the
European External Action Service (EEAS), the first iteration of a Global Strategy in
2016 and then revised in 2019, and then the emergence of the ‘geopolitical’
European Commission. Through its diplomatic capability, the EU has participated in
negotiations aimed at reducing armed conflict, refined its trade policy to broaden the
range of objectives, assisted developing countries with decarbonisation, and
continued to promote the United Nations Global Agenda to 2030. At the same time,
despite increasing global turbulence, it has extended its engagement in public
diplomacy. Through programs targeted at universities, cities and regions, and
business associations, the EU seeks to engage citizens in third countries in activities
that promote partnerships of various kinds. Apart from EU Delegations, a number of
Directorate-Generals, including Regio, Environment, Education and Culture and the
Joint Research Centre are involved. The direction of these programs and their
implications for EU diplomatic objectives will be examined. The paper concludes that
despite global uncertainties and the narrowing of focus of many nations, the EU’s
sub-national public diplomacy is a very significant contribution towards it achieving
its global strategic objectives.
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XHAFERI, Dr Perparim (Rimi)
Paper Title: ‘How is the latest EU enlargement policy affecting the Western
Balkans?’
European Union Centre of Excellence, RMIT University

Abstract:
The presentation will analyse the EU enlargement policy towards Albania, a country
that is still in waiting room together with other Western Balkan countries. It seems
that the war of Russia against Ukraine has shifted the EU priorities and its
enlargement policy. The political willingness of the EU to accept Ukraine’s
membership application raises some questions and concerns for Western Balkans
and Albania. Nevertheless, the EU has started to seriously engage in the ongoing
dialogue between Serbia and Kosova – the only alternative to bring a permanent
peace in the region and build foundations for full EU integration.
STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION PANEL:
KONYNENBURG, Xavier
Paper Title: ‘Suffering but not ceasing: Have international economic sanctions
on Russia been effective? How (not) and why (not)?’
University of Melbourne
Abstract:
Suffering but not ceasing: Have international economic sanctions on Russia been
effective? How (not) and why (not)? was originally submitted in partial requirement
for the completion of the Bachelor of Arts. Since the invasion of Crimea in 2014,
economic sanctions have been one of the preferred tools of the international
community in dealing with Russia and geopolitical aggression. Most recently, they
have been employed in response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The sanctions
have been moderately effective. Despite this, their effect is diminishing, and they
have often had unintended consequences for both the nations that imposed them
and smaller states with less political power. This essay will consider both structural
and incidental reasons that the sanctions are becoming less effective whilst also
having regard to the potential future outcomes of the sanctions regime.

LAWLOR, Evie
Paper Title: ‘Constriction and Contradiction: The EU’s Global Presence’
RMIT University
Abstract:
The creation of the European External Action Service reflected an effort to promote
the EU as a global actor, grounded in the shift toward coherence emphasised in the
Treaty of Lisbon. Adjacently, the Union’s strength as a trading bloc continues to
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influence its global relations. However, neither factor surpasses the relations
between the EU’s interests, values, and environments as truly determining its global
presence and behaviour, as evidenced by its efforts to promote global gender
equality.

PERRETT, Levy
Paper Title: ’Were Holocaust perpetrators ‘ordinary men’ or ‘ordinary
Germans’?’
University of Melbourne
Abstract:
This paper explores the categorisation of Holocaust perpetrators, a debate at the
heart of Holocaust literature that also extends outwards into debates about human
nature and our capacity for violence. To explore this debate, I focused on
Christopher Browning’s argument that perpetrators were ‘ordinary men’, which
stands in stark comparison to Daniel Goldhagen’s argument that perpetrators should
be classified as ‘ordinary Germans’. To assess Browning and Goldhagen, I analysed
the diaries and personal correspondence of various face-to-face perpetrators. This
analysis revealed a myriad of motivations between perpetrators, which defies the
simplified explanation that Goldhagen posits.

SMOLENSKI, Grace
Paper Title: ‘Gorbachev’s Box’
University of Canterbury
Abstract:
Gorbachev, having lived through Stalin’s terror, knew the Soviet Union needed to
change. He set about creating reforms that were aimed at reforming communism.
However, this proved to be Gorbachev’s own Pandora’s Box. Gorbachev, in the wake
of Chernobyl and alongside his floundering Economic Perestroika, released a policy
of Glasnost. This newfound openness saw any topic becoming fair game for criticism
after decades of censorship and state secrecy. With Glasnost, Gorbachev threw
open his box, allowing a torrent of desperate poverty, political corruption and national
abuse to come pouring out. These ran rampant in the Soviet Union, culminating in a
coup, the failure of which was the final nail in the coffin for the state. However,
Gorbachev hoped that by flinging open his box, the democratic nature of his reforms
would be able to permeate the newfound Russian Federation.
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