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Objectives of this presentation

• To get familiar with European Education as a concept

• To understand the complexity and directions of European 
education

• To illustrate some challenges and advancements in education in 
Europe



How do we understand European education?

What do we typically associate the idea of 

European education with?

Activity: What is the first thing to come to your mind 

when you think about ‘European education’?

1. Specific country?

2. Specific approach?

3. Your personal connection? 



Education in Europe – versus Australian 
Federalism

Australian 
Government

State and 
territory 

governments

Local 
governments

Key areas of legislative power: 
taxation, defence, foreign affairs, 
etc- higher education, joint 
responsibility for VET

Key areas of legislative power: 
police, hospitals, education & public 
transport

Responsible for: waste collection,     
public recreation facilities & town 
planning

European 
Union

Member State 
governments

Open Method of 
Communication: Soft 
instruments

Legislative power



European Institutions – education policy

European Education Policy exists:
• The Education Council – adopts common objectives, develops indicators 

and benchmarks – regular meetings since 1970s
• The European Commission - initiates the legislation, controls the 

implementation , undertakes research and represents the EU abroad – has 
formed a separate institutional instruments of education governance

• The European Parliament – has a separate divisions dealing with education
• Subject to scrutiny by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) – e.g. Oct 2020 

Commission v Hungary (Higher education)



• Unprecedented financial and economic crises post 2009 in 
Europe gave impetus for closer integration (Tosun et al. 
2014) also in social policy

• High youth unemployment

• High rate of Not in Education, Employment or Training 
(NEETs)

• Inclusion – addressing vulnerability and disadvantage

Footer 7

Towards European Education Policy space



European Education Area 2025

“Education is essential to the vitality of European society and 
economy. The European. Education Area aims to bring to the 

education and training communities the support they need to fulfil 
their fundamental mission, in challenging and exciting times” -

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

• Strategic document – the Communication from the Commission 
on achieving the European Education Area by 2025, 1 September 
2020 



European Education Area 2025

Full document is available here: https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2020/EN/COM-2020-625-F1-EN-MAIN-
PART-1.PDF

Underachievement in 
reading in EU – 22.5%

Only 18% women in 
ICT studies

Reduction of greenhouse 
gases by 55% by 2030

Shortages of teachers

80% of Erasmus+ graduates 
employed in 3 mths.

50,000 uni staff or 
students on 
exchange/year

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2020/EN/COM-2020-625-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF


• Over 88 million young people in Europe

• 12.5 million Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) 
across the Union (down from 14mln )

• 4.2 million unemployed young people (down from 5.5 mln in 
2013)

Sources: Eurofound, https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/topic/NEETs;  European Commission 
(2018) Situation of young people in the European Union Commission Staff Working Document. 
OECD: https://data.oecd.org/youthinac/youth-not-in-employment-education-or-training-
neet.htm
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European Context (2016) - challenges

https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/topic/NEETs
https://data.oecd.org/youthinac/youth-not-in-employment-education-or-training-neet.htm


NEETs – gender differences
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Differences in education level and age
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Other challenges

Source: ET Monitor 2017, European Commission



How can EU influence education?

EU education policy characterised by complementing rather than 
competing with national policies.

• (1) Setting common policy and practice priorities through identifying 
“shared challenges”
– Integrating migrants and refugees

– Promoting inclusion and fundamental values

– Addressing early school leaving (NEETs)

– Rising higher education attainment

– Adult learning

• (2) Setting common objectives and measuring progress
– European Education and Training framework (2010- 2020)

– Renewed European Agenda on Adult Learning (2011-2020)

– The European Youth Strategies (2002, 2009, 2018)

– Youth Guarantee (2014-2020), among many others

• (3) International Cooperation: UNESCO, OECD, other countries



How can EU influence education?

• ‘systemic-level co-operation and benchmarking policy’ (Wallace 2005)

• ‘supportive, non-harmonizing and non-regulative’ (Walkenhorst 2008)

• Open Method of Coordination (OMC) a form of EU soft law, a process of 
policymaking which does not lead to binding EU legislative but uses:

• standards, 

• benchmarking, 

• network groups,

• peer pressure , 

• funding 

to accelerate integration in education in ALL sectors (HE, adult ed, early 
childhood and schooling)



Education in EU member states



Education in EU member states

• Raffe (2008) argues that the national differences result from

– the education system; 

– scale of vocational education; 

– characteristics of the labour market; 

– linkages between education and labour markets; 

– and other societal institutions such as the welfare system and the 
family. 

• Employment logic – versus education logic (Iannelli and Raffe
2007) 



Education in EU member states

Can make some generalisations – welfare state regimes  (e.g. Green 
1991, Esping-Andersen 1990, Roosma and Saar 2017)

LIBERAL – UK England, UK Scotland

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC – Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark

CONSERVATIVE CONTINENTAL – Flanders, Austria, Germany,

SOUTHERN EUROPE – Spain, Italy, Greece

POST-SOCIALIST NEOLIBERAL – Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

POST-SOCIALIST IMBEDDED NEOLIBERAL – Slovakia, Poland, 

POST-SOCIALIST BALKAN – Bulgaria, Croatia

Such categorisation are helpful in identifying barriers and enablers of 
participation among other things



PISA snapshot 2018 – countries performing above OECD average 

16 EU countries above OECD



Estonia – the PISA success

• the gap between advantaged 
and disadvantaged students is 
low

• the between-school difference 
not big (16.8 %)

• 10% of students in Estonia had 
an immigrant background

• 25% of students reported being 
bullied at least a few times a 
month

• 68% of students agreed or 
strongly agreed that their 
teacher shows enjoyment in 
teaching.



Educational aspirations important factors

Poland:

• Significant growth of 
citizens' educational 
aspirations in 1993 - 2009:

• 91% of adult Poles believe 
that it is important to get an 
education, of which 68% are 
strong supporters of this 
idea

• However, Polish students 
not happy of their 
relationships with 
teachers…

Is it worth gaining 
education?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

1993 2002 2009

definitely worth
it

rather, it is worth

rather, it is not
worth

definitely not
worth it

hard to say



Poland – right wing populist government reverses 
reforms

• Higher than average – 19% students felt lonely at school

• 26% of students reported being bullied at least a few times a month



PISA 2018 – Snapshot of immigrant students

No difference

Large disadvantage



Thank you!
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